FIBA

We Are Basketball

To all National Basketball Federations
To all FIBA Zones

17 October 2011

Reference: FIBA Referees

Dear Presidents,
Dear Secretaries General,

Various issues regarding the FIBA Referees were on the agendas of the FIBA Technical Commission
meeting and the FIBA Central Board meeting held earlier this year. As the club seasons are now
starting again, please find below the relevant information for your consideration and implementation.

Officiating abroad

The recent growth of basketball worldwide, the opening of borders combined with facilitated access
to travel thanks to more easily obtainable visas and cheaper flight tickets has led to a situation
whereby basketball referees are increasingly calling games/ tournaments/competitions, not only
within their own countries, but often also abroad.

Increasingly, some governing bodies of basketball (multinational/multisport organisations, clubs,
Leagues or National Basketball Federations) are directly inviting foreign referees without informing
FIBA, the respective FIBA Zone or the National Federation of the invited referee(s).

Also, they are inviting not only Active FIBA Referees hut also national-level referees or non-active
FIBA Referees.

This has led to difficulties. Therefore, please note that the Central Board has decided that more strict
procedures need to be implemented to oversee the movement of referees, in particular of FIBA
Referees, as proposed by the Technical Commission.

Taking into consideration the FIBA General Statutes and Internal Regulations, the following
principles governing the nomination of referees for such games/tournaments/competitions and for
national championship games are adopted:
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1. Non-Active FIBA Referees or national-level referees are not allowed to officiate
- any official national-level games (e.g. national league/championship/cup etc) held
outside the territory of the referee's National Federation, or
- any official or friendly international games, either between clubs or between
national teams,
unless expressly approved by FIBA.

2. Only FIBA can appoint Active FIBA Referees for official or friendly

- national-level games (e.g. national league/championship/cup, friendly tournament
etc.) held outside the territory of the referee’s National Federation, or

- games between national teams, if the invited Active FIBA Referee(s) is (are)
coming from a National Federation different than that of the competing teams.

The procedure for appointment by FIBA shall be as follows:

a. The inviting body must send to FIBA a written request to appoint Active FIBA
referees before the start date of the event. Unless exceptional circumstances
require otherwise, the request must be submitted at least one (1) month before
the start of the event. The inviting body must specify the details related to the
event and to the invitation and may propose if it wishes the names of the referees
to be appointed.

b. FIBA will take all the details of the request into consideration, decide whether to
grant the request or not and, in case of approval, it will decide also on the
namef(s) of the referee(s) to be appointed. FIBA may consult beforehand the
National Federation(s) of the said referee(s) and the respective FIBA Zone(s).

The same procedure applies for NBA referees.

Strikes

In many countries, the right to strike is included in the basic rights of employees, especially those
who are members of recognised Trade Unions. Employees are individuals who have the right to work
in order to secure their financial needs for a decent and

+4122 54500 00
+41 22 54500 99

International Basketball Federation
Av. Louis-Casai 53 — P.0. Box 110
1216 Cointrin/Geneva

Switzerland

098_11e/LK Page 2 of 4



